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VALADAO, ANDY HARRIS—of course—and 
MARK AMODEI, these members, along 
with Mr. HARRIS, violated their own 
limited, small government, local con-
trol, states’ rights principles by voting 
in committee for the Harris amend-
ment. 

I want to say a special word about 
MARK AMODEI of Nevada because he ex-
ceeded other Members in hypocrisy. He 
joined a majority last month on the 
floor in favor of an amendment block-
ing the Federal Government from 
interfering with medical marijuana in 
those States which allow it—because 
Nevada allows it. 
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He didn’t want the Federal Govern-
ment interfering with what had been 
sanctioned by his own state, but he was 
quick to interfere with the local affairs 
on a related substance right after-
wards. 

I call on my Republican colleagues to 
at least abide by their own principles 
and to show some consistency of prin-
ciple. 

Also passed recently was an amend-
ment that prevents the Federal Gov-
ernment from penalizing financial in-
stitutions that provide services to legal 
marijuana businesses. If you have got a 
marijuana business in your State and 
the State says it is okay, then the Fed-
eral Government cannot keep financial 
institutions from dealing in bank 
transactions with these local mari-
juana businesses. 

Forty-five Republicans voted for that 
amendment that passed. That is a large 
number of Republicans to cross the 
aisle in this House. The House has also 
voted to block the Drug Enforcement 
Administration from using funds to 
target medical marijuana operations in 
States where those operations are 
legal. Forty-nine Republicans voted for 
that. 

Be consistent. If you are going to 
vote to keep the Federal Government 
out of matters involving marijuana 
where your State has sanctioned its 
use, then apply that same principle to 
the District of Columbia. That is why 
the Associated Press said: ‘‘House GOP 
to D.C.: Guns OK, pot dangerous.’’ 

Like the Massie gun amendment, the 
Harris amendment had unintended con-
sequences, too. The District of Colum-
bia marijuana decriminalization is 
legal because the law has passed its 
layover period of 60 legislative days. At 
the end of that 60 days, the law became 
legal. Now, the Harris amendment— 
seeks to overturn it. What happens 
when you use a pre-loaded Federal po-
litical bomb against a local jurisdic-
tion is clear from what has happened 
with Representative HARRIS’ amend-
ment. That amendment now would not 
only block the District from enforcing 
its laws, it would block the District 
from issuing the fines that, with a 
sense of responsibility, were put in the 
law for those who, for example, smoke 
marijuana on the streets. There are un-
intended consequences because you 

don’t know what you are doing when 
you meddle in the business, the local 
business, of another jurisdiction. 

It is remarkable that Mr. HARRIS is a 
Club for Growth, Tea Party acolyte, 
who was known before he came here 
and is known now for his support of 
states’ rights more than he is known 
for anything else; and it is remarkable 
to note that his own State, Maryland, 
has decriminalized marijuana. He is a 
Member who has the power in Mary-
land. Yet, he could not keep his own 
State from decriminalizing marijuana. 
So he tries to do in the District what 
he could not do in the State where he 
is accountable to the voters. 

A recent article on Mr. HARRIS and 
the District of Columbia when these 
residents Constituent Services Day in 
Representative HARRIS’ office: 

I thought this media stunt was going to be 
a colossally goofball effort that had little to 
no effect on Harris or his views, and we still 
don’t know if it will, but on that day, his em-
ployees were clearly rattled, so mission ac-
complished. 

Moreover, Harris—who also has said that, 
to District residents, Congress is their local 
legislature—missed an opportunity to come 
across as something beyond another guy 
stuffed in a suit, overreaching his bound-
aries. By leaving the completely manageable 
demonstration to his marginally prepared 
aides, his stance on what the city’s drug 
policies should be came across as even more 
aloof and more nonsensical than ever. 

Look at how you are viewed. Think 
before you decide to insert yourself 
against your own professed—and often 
announced—principles into the affairs 
of a local jurisdiction not your own. 

I am here this afternoon to serve no-
tice on these two Members—and we are 
not through with them yet—or on any 
other Members who come forward that, 
yes, you can vote when I can’t, but you 
cannot keep the residents of the Dis-
trict of Columbia from doing what they 
can to show you and to show America 
that we will not be treated as second- 
class citizens in our own country, not 
by THOMAS MASSIE, not by ANDY HAR-
RIS, not by any Member of the House or 
Senate. Don’t expect us to just lie 
down and take it. No red-blooded 
American would take what these Mem-
bers have tried to do to this city with 
the gun amendment and with the mari-
juana decriminalization amendment. 

In the name of your own principles— 
principles on which I agree that mat-
ters in the States and localities are for 
them, and my friends, maybe even 
some of the things we do here can bet-
ter be done in the States—there is a 
democratic way to accomplish that 
mission, but it is not by an act of pro-
found congressional bullying where you 
exert power to which even the local 
Member cannot respond except on this 
floor, with her voice—not even with a 
vote. 

When THOMAS MASSIE decided that he 
wanted to overrule his chair, they 
didn’t pull him off the floor. They let 
him have a vote. I will not have a vote 
on any matter affecting the District of 
Columbia. In the name of decency, if 

you are not going to give me a vote, 
stay out of the affairs of the District of 
Columbia. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of family obligations. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for July 10 on account of 
official business in the district. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for July 24 on account of 
official business in the district. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for June 4 and 5, 2013, Feb-
ruary 10, 2014, March 4, 2014, and April 
9 and 10, 2014 on account of official 
business. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, July 28, 
2014, at noon for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6604. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Asian Longhorned Beetle; Quar-
antined Areas in New Jersey [Docket No.: 
APHIS-2013-0078] received July 18, 2014, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

6605. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Cotton 
Board Rules and Regulations: Adjusting Sup-
plemental Assessment of Imports (2014 
Amendment) [Doc. No.: AMS-CN-13-0100] re-
ceived July 8, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

6606. A letter from the Chief Counsel, Act-
ing, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et ID: FEMA-2014-0002][Internal Agency 
Docket No.: FEMA-8337] received July 15, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

6607. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
General Counsel for Regulatory Services, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Final priority. Na-
tional Institute on Disability and Rehabili-
tation Research--Rehabilitation Engineering 
Research Centers [Docket ID: ED-2014- 
OSERS-0018] [CDFA Number: 84.133E-4.] re-
ceived July 10, 2014, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

6608. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
General Counsel for Regulatory Services, De-
partment of Education, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Final Priority. Na-
tional Institute on Disability and Rehabili-
tation Research--Rehabilitation Research 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:30 Jul 26, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 4636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25JY7.075 H25JYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T10:28:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




